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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

A SPEECH FROM MR. WINTHROP.

The subjoined Speech of the Hon. RopErT C
Winturor, delivered at a public dinner in Faneuil
Hall, Boston, on the late anniversary of American
Independence, possesses, no doubt, for a majority
of our readers the same interest as for us. It was
elicited by the following toast :

“ The Past Membersef Uengress : Boston is justly proud
of the Ifst'al' thoes of th{illunmul dead and of the respect-
ed and hopored living who have represented ber interests in
the National Councils—msy their enlarged patriotism and
devetien to the Constitation be Ihi:'gl-lldmg principlss which
shall ever animate their successors. :

This sentiment having been received with great
enthusiasm, and three times three heartily given
for Mr. Winrsor, he rose and responded as fol

lows: _

I could mot find it in my heart, Mr., Mayor, tn decline the
kind request of yoer committea that I would be present
bere to-day and say a few woeds in reply to the sentiment
which bas just bgem proposed. I am grestly honored by be-
ing designaied to vespond te wuch a sentiment, acd by thus
being sthorized to sppropriste to myself somve humble share

of the compliment wrhich it omntains, It hes been my fortune |

to serve the pegple of Bosten, in the Congress of the Tlnited
States, for o Jonger period, 1 beliove, than any one who has
rep esented them since the ndoptien of the Coostitstion. I
do not farget, bowever, by whom{ have been preceded. 1do
not forget thstwpon the flist of my respecteg and illustriovs
predecessars, te  which you have alluded, aré comained the
names of ‘Otisund Bestis and Ames, emong th¢ dead ; of
Quincy and Gerham and Lawrence and 'Webster, among the
liing. [Great IPI—.J] #es'l remember these and other
names, | am:seply sensible of my own déficiencies, both
comparative and positive. 'Bet while { freely confess myseli
inferior to «ll whe thave - ‘ov followed me, in the
sbility and suceess of my services,:I do not yicld to say of
them, either e dead or the-kving, in the-warmth of
_ my aitachment to couotry and its institutions, in the
earnestness df my ¢fiorts to sdvance the interests of my con-
stituents, or'in the sipcerity of my desire to promote heemony,
concilation, and ecocord among the whole A merican people.
[This serftiment was teceived with great cheering,]

And new, fellow-eitizese, 'I know mot how to thank you
for this cordial amt®¥aitetiog reception. ‘I am here, as you
know, with no tive: t
from a.public coreer:which has rFecently, been brougnt 10 &
close.  After siztesn or seventeen years of officiel employ-
ment in-different branches of the State snd National Legisla-
tures, [ amronee more in: the rank “::Iﬁh f:'( Il:;l“&mﬂ'
ship. My place 'in the procession and et the table to-day is |
nml:n; the Eres. An e:-member of the Generel Court, an
ex member of Congress, an wx"Speakery an. ex-Senator, [
sm an ex-every thing, excepting omly. and always that
which, thank Heaven, no parly combinations and no personal
prejudices can-ever prévent me from being—aEoston boy, &

Massachusetts man, areftizen of the United Siates, an Ame-

rican freeman—avithe beart full of-gratitude to those 1o whose

unmerited ‘faver [ owe whatever honer I bave enjoyed, abd
full of love and: loysity also to the® Constitution and the

Union of that-eativescauntry in whose councils T bave so long

served. | [Cheors.] |

Let me addthat I em. content with my. position ; and it
will be owing % no efert, solicitation, or desire of my own if
it shall-ever . Thereis, in my judgment, quile as
much of truth-ee tharess of Wit in the saying of a distinguish-
ed Virginia politieian en some occasicn, thal, in the alphabet
of a true philssophy, the X's arest least mext door to the

Y's, (wide.) 1 .] Fwill eot say that *“the post of

honos: is a private -station ;" but [ wrill say—and you, Mr.

Mayor, will know how to agree with me—that the. post of

personal comfert, of true-satisiaction, and of inward peace, is

not elwaysa peblic ome. - Certainly,’ follow-citizens, you will
. all give me-ceedit for vealizing at thic hour, that il a terminas-
tion of my Caengressional «career hed secured me no other
boon than thet of hereafter enjoying s comfortable Fourth of

July dinner like this, in oid Faneuil rHall, instead of being

doomed to ewdure the slmeet blistering rays of a Washingten

sun every sitemnate year,:l might well congretulate myself on
he result.

Why, sir, wehere should an #merican desire to be on &
Fourth of Julysbot in Feneuil Hall!? Where else can he
breathe the very natal eir of Amerieen independence ! W here
elee cen he guench his ‘thirst at 'the very fountain-head of
American liberty ! , Wihatever part Massachusetts may have
sustained in the great comtroversies which have agitated the
country in later years—and I am ‘net ready te admit that it
has been an unwor hy or an inferior one—no one will ven-
ture to suggest:ihat she played sny thing lese than the firet
part in ¢hat grest drama whose opening scenes we are assem-
bled to commemgrate, .-@Fuhow many of the.great events of

the Revalwion was -not Massachusetts the stage ' Howmany
of them wwere snacted almost withineye-shot snd ear-shot of
the spot on whick we stand > The heights which overhang
us on the right heod and on the lefi—the plaine which lie be-
bind them—the harbor at.qur feet—the Hall in which we are

assembled —State streete—the Old State House—ibhe Old

South—where .else way engendered that noble spirit, that

fearless purpose, that ugconquerable resolve, of which the

Declaration of Iidependence was, after all, orly the mere

forme! and weremorsous proclamsiion’ We sometimes talk

playfully about the wwalls having eass. Oh, vir, if these walls

could have had ears three quarters of = century.ago, snd if

they ciuld fad » tongue now, what a tale would they not un-

fold of the taze rise and progress of American litersy ! [Great

spplause. ]

Let me not seem loalisparage the particular sct which we
meet to celebtate, or to be disposed 10 deck these hallowed
columns with l+urels stri feom other theatres. There
are enough forall. The . ration iteell was a bold and
poble act. - Hanor tothe pen which draughted it !  Honor to
the tongue which advocated it ! Hoanor to the hands which
signed 1t | Hooar to the brave hearts and gallant arme which
maintained and sindicated it !  Hosmor 1o the five Massachp-
setta Deloghteg i the Congrees of that day, who were second
to none in that illustrious body for ability, eloguence, and
patrioti<m—ifaneock, uader whose sole signature it was
originally published, the twe Adamses, Eibridge Gerry, and
Robert 'T'seat Paine. Henor to them oll !

Indend, the mote ane reflects on the real charscter of that
sct the more fill of noble comiage it appears. Remember,
eir, thet there was ne:divided responsibility in that Congrees.
There manrda and balamcee in our confelerated sys-
tem. There Was no concursent vete of a second branch ;

there was no ine signatuse, no Executive veto to fall
back upon. lsmlq.u cbosen, as you yourself have boy
ust suggested,

lang befoce thers was any distinct contempla-
tion of such 4'edurse, sitting in a single chamber with closed
doors, in the capital of & colony by oo means the most ripe
for such a mavemen!, are found, doing what ! Taking the
tremendous responsibility.ef adopting a resolution and pro-
muigsting an iovtrament which may not only subject their
own property. Lo 2, and their own necks to the bal-
ter, but which must involwe their constituents and their country
in a war forexistence and of incalculable duration with the most
powerful nation on the faceof the earth. There was noexample
for such s deed. There was no precedent on file for such a de-
claration. And who will sey to put one's name to such
v instrument, under such_ circumstances, in the clear; bold,
unmistakable charscter of John Hancock, was an exbibition
of a courage less heroic thap that which bas rendered many a
pame immortal on the figld of battle > [Applavee. ]

8:ll, sir, the way had been opened for such a proceeding ;
the popular heart had besn prepared for it. As was well said
by John Adams at the tisie, * the question was not whetber
by & Declaration of Iadependence we should make ourse!ves
-Ihal we ate not ; but whether we should declare a fart which
aiready exists.” And how_ did that fact exist 7 How had
it_been brooght about 7 . By what events but thoss which
bad occurred st Concord and Lesington, at Bunker Hill and
in Faneuil Hall? By whpt men but by our own Otis, and
Quincy, snd Hancock, wod Hewmley, and Bowdoin, and Sa-
muel Adame, and John ‘ Paul Revere, and
Preecott, and Warren, all that glorious company of
””'“h“"“" patriots, whose names will live forever.

You bave sl taken notice, 1, doubt not, fellow-citizens, of
the beautiful experiment which has been in operation at Bun-
ker Hill for some weeks pas, for mskiog vis'ble the revolu-
tion of the earth, by a.pendulam suspended from the apex of
the mopument. 1t has furnished a convineing proof of the
correciness of those grest physical laws of the universe
which philosapliy bad long ago unfolded 10 us.  But I could
not help reflecting, ms | witnessed 1t the other day, that Bun-
ker Hill had done something more than merely furnish & con-
venient plaoe for exhibiting the visible and tangible evidenes
of the world’s motion. 8ir, i has ilself made the world
move ! [ I'bis sentiment was received with grea; spplause. |

Aud if, by some mechanical arrangement of pendulums of
clock-work, it were possible to mark the course of 1he morg)
and political changes of mankind, and to trace them back 10
iheir origingl impulse—~where, where would 1t be, but 1o
Bunker Hill or Faneni] Hall, that we shou'd beiake ourse| ves
—and not 1o any place nearer either to the North Pole or 16
the Equator—io witness the most exact and perfect iliusra-
tien of the world's progress, and to find the wery primum
mobile of those great revo'utions, American and European,
by which haman liberty, during the present ceutury, has
been so vastly sdvanced and extended '

I am mot disposed, Mr. Mayor, to indulge in too much of
local complacency, or of sections) pride, on such ap occa-

wion as this.  We bave corhe together, it as Bostoniens or | ha

a« New Euglanders, but as Americans. We have sssembled
to celebrate the birth dsy of our country, and | would em-
brace in all the good wishes, and pleassnt remembrancee, and
prood anticipsiions which belong to the hour, that whole
country, in all its length snd breadih, from the Atlantic to

save such as may result et

memory
own Siate,
lins, the Laurenses and Marions, the Heary
and, above all, the uoepproached and
ivavoxn, of other Smies. [Applause.]
our country, to-day end always, us one in the of the
past, one in thegrendeur of the and one ubdivided and
indivisible in the destinies of the future. [[mmense applause,]
Bui at « moment when there seems to be a willingness in
some quarters to di our ancient Commonwealth, and
almost to rule ber out from the catalogue of patriot Blates, |
have not been unwilling to revive some recollections of our
lucal history, and of the part of which she has played in
other days.

1 could hardly belp feeling that if we were to hold our
peace, the very stones would cry out. Sir, in all that relates
to liberty and union, Massachusetts, [ am persualed, is lo-day
just what she was seventy-five years ago. [Vociferous :r-
plause.) There is no variableness or shadow of turning in
her devolion to the grest principles of bher revolutionary fa-
thers, mor will she ever, as I believe, be found wanting to
any jest obligation o her sister States. [Cheers.]

M{r. Mayor, the act of the 4th of July, 1776, was an act
of revolution. It was an act of organisgd and systematic re-
sistence 1o an oppressive and tyrannical Government. It was
a solemn and stern e ﬁongoﬁdmmofgw.;d du;.
pot to that great original right -preservation self-
government which the Declaration so nobly promulgates.
Thanks to the coursge of our fathers, the sppeal was suc-
o%uful. and the yoke of colonial bondage was forever thrown

But another and more difficult task was etill to be perform-
ed by them, without which all their previous toils and trials
would bave been worse than mw;:lnm:nrkof rub;;
throw, separation, independence, completed, greater lal
of buildiog up a system of government for themselves remain-
ed—a system which sbould render revolutions ferever un-
necessary, by establishing law end order on the basis of the
popular will constitationally expressed. That labor, alsy,
was performed. The constitation was framed, adopted,
organized, and we and our fathers bave lived under it for a
little more than siaty-two' years. i
Yes, fellow-citizens, we have reached a merked ¢ in
the bistory of our country. You have been reminded that it
is just three quarters of a contury since our independence was
declared. But, if I mistake not, something of a mysterious
significance has beem aitached to the precise age which our
constitution has now reached. A man in his sizty-third year
is#aid te 'be at a critical period in his life. It is called his
+grand climacteric.” If he sefely passes over that period he’
looks for a long continuance of life and health. And our
Federal Constitution has at length reached its grand cli-

ble Wasa-
would think of

emic.
And though £HT-rences of opinion mey exist among us as
to the exact amount of danger in which we have been in-
wolved, and as to the iprecise manner in which our contro-
versies have boen adjusted, nobody will deoy that citcum-
stances have occurred to mark the period through which we
are pussing as  more than commonly critical period in our
politica) existence. But, thanks to that Almighly Being who
shapes our-ends and contrels our destinies, the shades which
‘seem gathering ‘over our -pathway are already scattered, the
ibow is clearly visible upon the clouds, and the sky above us
ie beaginning 10 be once more radiant with the healing beams
of & restored pational concord ! !

Let us not indulge ourselves, however, in any hopes or in

-any fears, founded only-on a superstitious tradition. Human
Iife may beve its mysterions periods of safety and of danger,
and they may be aliogether d our control. We know
that it has one period which no prudence can avert and no
foresight We ‘‘cannot stay mortality’s strong
band.” The beloved Chief Magistrate who, this day last
‘year, was engaged in edding another stone to the monument
of his illostrious exemplar, was himself the subject of a
monument before the expiration of a single week, And
the patriotic hands and eloquent voices which are as-
-sisting this day in laying the corner-stone of a new Capitel,
may have become motionless and myte before that structure
-shall bave reached its completion. Oope afier another, we
smust all meet ** the mexorable hour.” But not so with our
-country. 'There is po natural term to the life of a nation.
It is for the people te ssy, as they rise up, generation sfter
generation, to the enjoyment of the constitutions which their
dather’s have founded, whether, by God's blessing, they will’
‘transmit them unimpaized to their children.
It isfoc us to eay, whether we will be true to those great
-elemenis of Free Government; to those noble principles of Li-
‘berty and of Law, and 1o that blessed compact of Union which
our fathers have enshrined in the Constitution of the United
Biates. [Cheers.)

If we are but faithful to that great bond and bulwark of our
Union, the Constitution, critical periods may come and
go—there may be grand climacterics and peuty crises—stars
may rise and sei—the great and the good may fall on our
right band and our lefi—but the country, the country, will
-survive them all—will survive us all—and will stand before
the world an imperishable monument of the patriotism of the
+one, .28 well as of the wisdom and virtue of their sires.

Let me conclude, then, by offering, ss an expression of
my best wishes for my country, on its seventy-fifih birthday,
the following sentiment =

“¢Permanent Peace with other countries ; fixed boundaries
“for our own country ; perpetuity to the Union of the States ;
“and « faithful fuMilment of the Constitutional Cormpact by
* all who are parties to it.”

In Stamford, Connecticut, on the night ofthe Fourth, some
peraons losded an old twelve-pounder cannon to the mozsle
and ifired it off with a slow ma‘ch. It buret, and one piece
of the metal, weighing thirty pounds, was thrown five hundred
yards, through the roof of a house and the side of a wster-
tank, flooding the howse with water; another *¢junk,” of
nearly one bundred pounds weight, was thrown two hundred
and fifiy yards, and through the roof of a bed-room floor of
another house, narrowly missing & man in bed. Mr. K.
Guage was sitting within six feet of the gun at the time of the
explosion, and, strange to esy, in the midst of the storm of
iron be was untouched.

Taoot are said to be very plenty in the peighborhood of
Bombay Hook. Tbe Wilmington papers note the fact that
Mr. Jacob Hill, a fisherman of that city, recently st one
houl tosk three thousand pounds of frout. At another
haul he took something over that. Beveral of the trout were
of tremendous size ; some of them were nine and a® half to
eleu:;" pounde weight, the rest averaging from three to five
poun

Dzatas nx Hronornosia.—Two deaths by hydrophobia
occurred at New York during the week. One of the
Viclims was & boy named John Blater, who died in grest
agony very shortly afier being bitten. The otber was a little
» only three years of age, a son of Mr. Weeks. He
received the bite which caused his death about four weeks ago.

in:nyrun Disrexeation.—On Tuesday last we wit-
nessed in this placen scene the most heartrending and melan-
choly.. About 4 o'clock id the evening a light cloud, heavily
charged with electricity, was passing over this city, from which
there fell but little rain. At the same time a wood-boat, be-
longing to Mr. Andrew J. Trimble, who resided near this
place, had broken from its fastenings, and was floating down
the river. Mr. T., discovering it, jumped aboard a skiff lying
at the wharf for the parpose of overtaking it. He requested
Mt. Free to go with him in order to assist in bringing back
the boet. ‘They had proceeded but a few rods from the shore
when Mr. Trimble was struck by.lightning on the left side of
his bead, the fluid passing down his body, and shivering the
seat on which he sat. The bair was burnt from his head,
and the skin broken on bis breast. The fluid finally passed
out of the skiff; penetrating the solid plaok on the side.

Mr. Trimble was instantly killed, and fell back lifeless, with
his head and sboulders in the water. Mr. Free, who sat near
him, was prostrated by the concussion, and remained appa-
tenlly inanimate for a long time.

*  Louisiana (Mo.) Banner.

The phepomenon of rain without clouds, which the
Philadelphis Noith American nolices as having occurred in
that city on Wednesday of last week, was noticed at Nor-
ristown by the editor of the Free Press, who says: ‘¢ Pre-
cisely the same phenomenon was observed at this place about
a quarier past 10 o’clock on the same evening. On the north
and northwes! horizon derk cloude were resting, friom which
lightning issued at repeated intervals. These clouds did not
rise from the horizon more than thirty degrees. Over head
it was perfectly clear, and the stars shone forth with remarks-
ble brighiness, [n this state of the heavens, the rain com-
menced falling quite smarily, increasing in volume as it fell,
and lasiing some four or five minutes.”

Airvieator Brony. —The following letier, says the Jack-
sonville (Fla.) News, from *‘ old Moses,” a free negro resid-
ing on Lake Monroe, to his sister residing in Jacksonville, we
give verbatim from the original in our possession. This is
the first well-authenticsted instance we -have ever met of an |
slligator attacking » grown man on this river ; and if it had
not been for that ** little batchet,” poor ** Mose " would not
have lived to tell the tale. Long may he survive to ** split
open " more heads of the same sort!

Merroxvitie Fla My 14 1851,

Dear sister 1 must this day take my Pen in hand to iuforn
you of my mistortune, = Last was & weak sgo 1 was go-

ing 10 Lake Jemup and was out in the water and a very large
flagator eaught me by the Leag and ankle woned me Bad
in deed T um at the Lake yet 1 had Liked to bleed mlhil
was don a bought 10 oeloek in the on mohday and it was
not stoped untell next duy, and if it wot bin for a little
tehet wasin the Hoat he would of killed me but the first think
‘:Hd of wat that little hutehet and I split his hesd opou

that

with

denht. sister | must com a close I was well before this actees
I am your sffeetionate Brother
To Juda MOSES FABER.

ard | ble movement of Sirius with the facts which as-

sIRIUS—THE DOG STAR.

past, travelling round in the ne

ph respecting the « Eccentric emient ‘of the
ed Stars,” among which are included the fixed
star % Sirius,” or the “ Liog Star.” Te follow-
ing is the paragraph to which I allude ;

“ Eccewraic MovenexT or o2 Fixep Stans.—At »
meeting of the Berlin Academy of Bciunces, held on May
8lst, the veperable Alexander Von Hr.mboldt made an inte-
resting communication upon some ubsurvations of singular
movements of fixed stars. Tt seems thiat at Trieste, January
17, 1851, between seven and eight o’clock P. M., before the
rising of the moon, when the star Sirius was not far from the
horizon, it was seen to perform » remarkable series of eccen-
tric movements. It rose snd sunk, moved left and right, sad
sometimes seemed to move ir a curved line. The obeervers
were Mr. Keune, a student in the upper claas of the gymna-
sium, and Mr. Thugutt, a saddler, both certified to be reli-
able persone. The family of the latter also bebeld the phe-
nomencn. Mr. Knm, with his head leaned immoveably
sguinst a wall, saw Sirius rise in a right line above the roof
of a neighboring house, and immediately again sink out of
sight behind it, wnd then again appear. Tts motions were so
considerable that for eome time the beholders thought it was.
s lattern swspended by a kfte. It also varied in brillianey,
growing alternately brighter and fainter, and now and then
being for moments quite invisible, though the sky was perfectly
clear. As far as it is known, this phenomenon bes been re-
marked but twice before—once in 1799, from the Peak of
Tenerifle, by Von Humboldt himself, and again, nearly fifty
years later, by a well-informed and very careful observer,
Prince Adalbert, of Prassis.”

Now, this subject comes before the world with
the high sanction of that prince of philosophers,
Humboldt, or so purports to come. But, from the
incongruity of the statement made of the percepti-

tronomy teaches of that star, I must believe that an
error has been fallen into, and that Haumboldt never
could have made a statement of the above nature,

The star Sirius is supposed to be one of the
nearest fixed stare to our system. It is, according
1o the best computation, not less than thirly-two
billions (32,000,000,000) of miles from us, a dis-
tance so ineonceivable that no mind can comprehend
it. So great is the space traversed by the light of
that star that a cannon ball would not be less than
seven millions of years in reaching & from our
globe, IFf, then, this distance be so great, which
none doubt, how improbable is the staement that
whatever movement that star might havt we could
perceive it from the earth. Why, for 4 phenome-
non of that sort to be at all observable on this pla-
net, the star Sirius would require to pscillate in
one instant a distance greater than the entire cir-
cumference of the orbit of the planet Herschel, some
480,000,000 of miles. The impossiblity of a
movement of an orb like that of Sirius, which s
doubtless the centre of a system of planets like
ours, is so palpable that none, it would seem, could
believe it who would give the subject 2 moment’s
thought.

Beside the mere fact of a body like that of the
star Sirius passing with such inconceivable velo-
city through space as to make ils motion visible
to us, what would be the effect upon the planets
revolving about it? We may imagine, by suppos-
ing our sun to strike off in a tangent for several
millions of miles. Confusion and destruction must
inevitably follow to its whole bright train.

Further ; our distance from the sun is about
95,000,000 of miles. The earth traverses nearly
3,000,000 of miles of its orbit every twenty-four
hours; and yet, with this velocity, and our compa-
ratively near proximity to the sun, we cannot dis-
tinguish, by the nicest observaticn with the naked
eye, the daily motion of the earth in its orbit.

Now, I am willing to admit one thing: that,
from some liarity of the atmosphere, the ap-
pearances alluded to in the above paragraph may
have been witnessed. But I am certain, from the
facts I have already adduced, and others which I
might adduce, that it is clearly improbable that so
sublime an eccentric motion of Sirius could either,
in the first place, occur, or, if it did or could oc-
cur, in the second place, that its immense dietance
from us would preclude us from wimessing it,
either by the naked eye or the best instruments yet
invented.

Wasainerox, Jury 13, 1851,
——————

““THREE MILLION BALES OF COTTON.”

COPERNICUS,

Mzeens. Eprrons : A manufacturer in the West has stated
in s Western paper that he expected our crop of cotton would
this year be the above enormous quantity. Now, for the
information of the numerous readers of your widely-diffased
truth-telling paper, allow yourselves to assure those interested
in our steple to know ““fhe facl,” that, however many mil-
lions we may plant, still that, owing to the specified known
number of our slaves, (pickers of the crop,) we cannok, for
want of the hands, exceed a crop of 2,400,000 bales. One
or two years, when the cotton sppeared to come to the sea-
portsin a larger quantity, it was owing to the stale parcels of
the year before coming down and being added to such crope,
because of the prices of preceding years being to low as
not to pay for puiting it up and forwarding to market. Last
year and this year, the prices being st last remunerative,
every bale was sent that possibly could be picked. Conte-
quently, this year, the quantity thet can come for sale is
(should no damage atlack the crop) 500,000 or 600,000
bales less than our friend in the West desires it. It is to be
regretted that our European customers are often led away by
the siories in these country pspers, and refuse to buy in Eu-
rope unless ata dead loss to the grower. By and by the truth
comes out, and the European snd American mill-owner has
to come ioto market and pay fifty to one hundred per cent,
more to speculators, or else stop his works and bis workmen.

A COTTON PLANTER, (of Georgis.)

Lrauvon Bxrzones 1 Marws.—The authorities in the
different cities and towns in Maine arecarrying out the provi-
sions of the liguor law recently put in force in that State with
greatalacrity. Last week the premises of T. Wall & Co,,
in Bangor, were vinited by the Marshal of that cily, and thir-
ty-seven barrels of liguor were found ready for shipment to
Boston. The Marshal took them in charge, and would fa-
cilitate their departure. Five barrels, helf-barrele, jogs, &cc.
condemned by the Police Court of the same place, were aleo
destroyed. At Portland, on Friday, Charles W: Childs was
examined, charged with selling two quarts of brandy, snd
was fined ten dollers and costs. On Baturday he was brought
up on a recond complaint, and pleaded mol. com., and was
fined twenty dollars and costs. Further prosecution was stay-
ed on condition that he would sell no more.

Laxx Micuioan Fisuxnizs.—Very few, we believe, are
aware of the extent to which fishing in carried on along the
shores of Green Bay, and the numerous islands nesr ity and
stretching across Lake Michigan as far as Mackinao. The
increase of this business for the past- two or thres years in-
dicates that ere long it will become a very prominent fea-
ture in the trade of this country, as the Cape Cod and other
fisheries have on the New England cosst, The princips]
fishing points on and near the route fiom Green Bay fo
Mackinac ere al Grand Traverse, Fish Creek, Washington
Hatbor, Rock lIsland, and the Fox and Beaver Islands.
There are numerous other fishing grounds of lesser note; in
fact, the shores every where which present the proper facili-
ties are lined with fishing apparatus. The statistics of the

trade for the present year will probably show figures already
exceeding those of the 'whole of any previous year.

[

Cuicxews ny Exraren.—We w, office
of the Messre. Adams & Co.'%s E:;Tml?o:fn;h.i:m s OB
yesterday, four beautiful specimens of the Cachin )
chickens, intended as o present from Mr. G, P. Bonaman,
fl{n Bostoo, Massachusetts, 1o the Hop, Husny Crax, of
,.“l:;fy;n"rhp heautiful lwd;' were apparenily sbout obe

» |_fllb'|, hJ'.. \be male measu a0
lo 32 inches in beight, sod sbout 15 g s
hens (three in number) less of ‘course,

Messrs. Eprrors : 1 have seen fot a day or twr,
pers, a pura-

) | in now adapted. !
5. That the bumas race ie the lest link in the chaln of

TOTHE EDITORS.
SUBSIDENCE OF OCEANS, SEAS, LARER, &

Simna: Inthe Intelligencer of June 21st I see an
article written by W. D. Porrer, in whied he at
tempts to accoant for the above phenonenon 40
the supposition‘that shell-fish and cor«f insects ab-
stract from the water of the sea salt, soda, andfime,
from which they manufacture their shells, the coral
reefs, and the foundations of islands; all which is doubiless
true. But all this will not, so far as my ressoning powers
ensble me to determine, account for the subsiding of the
water, nor indeed diminish the quantity of it, unless Mr. P.
can show that the aggregate volume of the shells and conal
rocks occupy less space in the vast basin of the oceans tlan
their ingredients did before they were transmuted ; forwe
know that the greater quantily of these shells and rocks re-
main in the water, and whatever quantily of water mey be
consumed by the living beings inbabiting it will be mad up,
in my estimation, by the hydrogen arising from vegeables
decaying in it, and uniting with the oxygen in thestmo-
sphere, It will also be remembered that all the rivergof the
earth constantly carry vast quantities of solid matter fom the
land into the lakes, sess, snd oceans, tending to fill jp their
basins. Mr. P. jusly says, if one thousand pounds f water
were taken from the ses, and shell-fish and ln.* set to
work in if, the remaining water, after they had formed their
shells and rocks, would both weigh less and occupy pee space
than the quantity before they were set to work ; by this fact
affords him no argument, unless he supposes the jhells and
rocks 1o be teken out after they have been formed | for, if sll
be left together, there will be no diminution of weight cr
volume, so far as we know. |
Notwithstanding the subsidence of the waters o all large
basins, I have no ides that the actdal quantity appirtaining to
our planet is undergoiog a diminution, any more tlan that the
quantity of air belonging to atmospheri¢c ocean is Jecreasing.
The great omniscient and omnipotent Architect of the Uni-
versa made no such bungling werk se that: He bes mast
smply provided the mnatural means of reproducing every
thing that is, as it were, consumed, or enters into combina-
tion with other things. For instance, though oxygen enters
into combiostion with mitrogen to form atmospheric sir—
with noarly all the metals forming their several oxides—and
is united by electricity in the ocean of air to form water, &c.,
yet oxygen is supplied by the natural process of vegetation in
such inexhaustible quantities that the supply has as yet suf-
fered no diminution, so far as we know ; and the same ob-
servation msy be made with regerd to the aggregate quantity
of hydrogen, one of the constituents of water.

Supposing, as Mr. P. infers, from bis own reasoning, that
the ocean were to bacome *¢ a mere sirait, or perhaps a rivu-
let,” what would be the consequence? Itis well known
that the principal part of the water that falls from the atmo-
sphere in the forms of rain, bail, saow, and dew, is evapor-
ated from the surface of large bodies of water, while much
less, especially of the latter, falls there than on dry land.
Now, suppose the aggregate surface of water on the earth
were to dwindle into ineignificance, compared with what it
now is, and the quantity of moisture precipiteted from the
atmosphere would become insignificant in the same propor-
tion ; vegelation would of course cease, and animal life be-
come extinct for want of sustenance.

But the question, what is the cause of the subsiding of the
waters in ull great basins ! returns, I have been informed by
the oldest settlers near Chicago that Lake Michigan has sub-
sided very considerably within thirly or forty years. In sn-
swering this question I am admovished, by the length of this
article, to state my hypothesis, and submit a few remarks
only, without entering into any argument in its support at
present. I am also aware that my theory differs from the
bypothesis of all geological writers, at least from those whose
writinge I have read, but think it amply supported by exist-
ing facts.

It is supposed by Lyell and others that all considerable ele-
vations on the earth's surface have been caused by upheavings
from benesth. Now, if the Andes, Alleghanies, Appenines,
&c. were heaved up from beneath, there must be vacant
spaces underneath them equal to the dimensions of those vest
chains of mountains ; for it is difficult even to imagine how
the vacuities produced by the upheavings can have been
filled up, and no geologist has ever attempted to do so. What,
then, is it that supports those mountains in their present posi-
tion? We read of the sinking of low and comparatively level
ground during earthquakes—such as Plato’s Atlantis and the
qusy at Lisbon—but history does not record the disappear-
ance of a single mountain, so far as I know. It is seid very
small islands have appeared in the ocean, the result of volosnic
action, which might have been expected ; but where has a
mountain, three or eight thousand, or even fifty miles in
length, ever been heaved from the bosom of the deep ? Buch
an instance is not on record.

It is admitted by all geologists that bur planet was once ina
fluid, and then in a liquid state, snd is yet in that condition at
no very great depth below the solid surface. If this suppo-
sition, confirmed by indubitable evidence, be true, it will ac-

was the effect of interior heat, it is evident that the earth'sdi-
mensions were once much greater than at present, and are
still decreasing, ‘provided its ‘internal hest continue to be ra-
diated as formerly ; for all bodies diminish in size in propor-
tion s heat leaves them. Now, the rotation of a fluid body
revolving on a fixed axis would give it the spheroidal form.
But then its surface, regulnted by the attraction of ite mass
and the centrifugal force of its particles, would be regular,
without any considerable projection any where. This smooth-
ness of the earth’s surface, if 0 it once was, will account for

all the principal geological appearances we now witness.
1. The primary and oldest fossil remains are the exuvis of

mountains on our globe, and in such quantities as prove they
were formed there when those places were covered with water.
They were the first and isolated productions, because the
earth was then not fit to produce and sustain any others.

2. Thenextremainsareof vegetable origin, such s strata of
stone-coal, the vast accumulations of which, in some particu-
lar localities, ¢can only be sccounted for on the -supposition
that vegetation was once much more prolific in those regions
where they exist than at preseat.

3. Next come the fossil remains of animals, for the suste-
nance of which the earth does not now aff;rd materials, such
as the memmoth, the megatherium, the Saurian tribes, &o.,
whose remaios sre generally, if not exclusively, found in the
temperate and southi part of the north frigid zones.

4. The last foesil remains are those of the buman race,
which are by far the least abandant. I koow that the exist-
ence of these has been disputed, but I refer the incredolous to
the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal, vol. 1, p. 432.

Now the deductions naturally following from the facts al-
ready stated are— . ¢

1. That the earth was peop'ed with sentient beings, in
successive gradations, as its surface became a suitable habita-
tion for them, and afforded sustenance.

2. That there was a time when mountains did not exist on
the earth’s surface ; thet the places now occupied by moun-
tains were once covered by a liquid, in which shells, that can
now only be formed in water, were accumulated in vast quan-
tities, by sgeuls which produce them now only in the basin of
the ocean. -
3. That as the earth radisted its heat her volome di-
minished, and the parte which radiated fastest stood firm and
became eminences, and now constitute the mountains and wl-
pine regions of our globe. Nowr, this radiation of heat being
still in progress, and the earth’s volume decreasing paripastu
with it, there ean be no great difficulty in accounting for the
subsiding of the bottom of large sheets of water, where that
bottom is not composed of materials that would form a self-
sustainiog arch, and where heat is radiated with the greatest
facility, nor for the consequent subsiding of the surface, causing
the ocean and lakes to retire from their now existing shores,
4. Thet, when theearth became a fit habitation for sen-
tient beings, it produced animals of gigantic size, ss well as
other species of inconceivable minuteness, such as were a few
years iince found in u fossil state’ nesr Petersburg, (I think
that is the place,) in Virginis, for the support of all which it

God's boundiess erpation, so far; and may parhaps be des:
tined, in the revolution of couttiess
peat fro the fuse of the earth, with

count for the spheroidal form of the earih. But, if this state | 1%

shell-fish, which are found en some high, if not the highest, | ranged

|

thiog is adapted to the spbere it occupies, with o
of perfection that would, one should think, confound the
insensate atheist.

6. 1f my theory of the earth, as advansed sbove, be 48,
it will be remembered that the causes 7 bave assignes to fit-
ting it gradually for the habitatiop ©f man, and »bich are
still in operation, are the same ir the operatiop «f which La
Place attributes the formation ¢”8olar systems.

As Mr. Pourex has set /1% name to his article, it may
perhaps be proper wawmﬁ:"

Very reapecs O,y SCHETTERLY.
Howszir, Micuie:X, Jurx 4, 1851,
—————

. THE CENSUS IN THE UNITED STATES.

FROM THE LONDON TIMES,
The prekminary returns of the census of Great Britain and

that of the United States of America appearing simultaneously
in this country, naturally lesd to a comparison of the differ-
ent methods in which the work of the census is conducted in
these two important portions of the Old World and the New.
The general results which have just seen the light clearly in-
dicate that there must have been a very considerable diversity
in the apparatus employed in the two countries, and it mey
be productive of some advantage to have public sttention just
now directed to the manner in which *‘they manage: things”
on the other sideof the Atlantic. The achednles

by the enumerators in the census of Great Britain, and thear-
rangements 5o effectuslly carried out by these officers, having

been already detailed, it is necessary, for the compatison pro=
tlu.d. only to present a view of the meaus employed by the
nited Biates Government, and which, i;-iﬂ be seen, fur-
nish many of great interest, open of course to much
m“ ve: of several ideas which must engage
the sttention of the public and the Government before the
w-kdlh.mhnuiu‘g.famﬂ.
The management of the United States census was entrust-
ed to Mr. Kennedy, of Washington, a genlleman who has
devoted to the undertaking an amount of intelligence snd en-
thusiasm which have done him the greatest honor, by associ-
aling his name with one of the most remarkable productions
of human skill and perseverance,
The Constitution of the Uni'ed States requires a mere
enumeration of the inhabitanis every ten years; the object
of this simple form of census being to furnish a basis for an
equal r tation .in the Congreas, and, shoyld a neces-

port-of the General Government. The necessity for a care-
ful ebumeration of the slave as well as of the free population

dited in the representation to the extent of three-fifihs of their
slaves in addition to the numbers of their free population.
Thus, while the free man counts for one vole, five slaves count
for three men, and their numbers become important elements
in every election.

The first census of the United States was taken in 1790,
and divided the population into five classes, as follows :

1. Free white males under 16 years of age.

2, White males of 16 years of age and above.

3. Free white females 8f all ages.

.4, Blaves of all ages and both sexes,

5. Free persons of color,

In this first census it will be observed that the Congress
made some sddition to the simple requirement of the Coneti-
tution by introducing five tables where one would have satis-
fied the strict requirement of the original law.

In the census of 1800 the Congress directed the enumera-
tion to be made on a different basis, dividing the free white
population into five classes, and separating the sexes :
1. Those under 10. 2. From 10to 16. 3. From 16to
26. 4. From 26 to 45. 5. From 45 upwards. The num-
ber of siaves wus taken in groes.
The censas of 1810 preserved the same classification, snd
for the first time introduced an arrangement to obtain some in-
formation concerning manufactures and agricultural products.
In the next decade, 1820, a column was added to include
the number of the free white male population between the
ages of 16 and 18, In this census a distinction was intro-
duced between the age and sex of slaves and free persons of
color, who were classified into those under 14, from 14 to 36,
from 36 to 45, and from 45 upwards. This classification of
the whites was made with a view to ascertain the military
oapabilities of the population ; while the new classification of
the slaves was made with reference to their value, which, as
= general rule, was supposed to vary sccording to the division
of sges, modified, of conrse, by climate and other eircum-
stances. This census included also the number of persons
engaged in agriculture, commerce, and manufactures,
In the fifth census, that of 1830, the white population of
each sex was classitied in thirteen divisions—tbose under
&, 10, 15, 20, and then onward by steps of ten years to 100
and upwards. The colored lation was at the same time
i ioto six classes. In this census was included the num-
ber of white and colored mutes, without respect to sex, and
also the number of blind, both white and colored.
In the sixth census, 1840, different classifications were in-
trodaced in reference to the white and colored populations as
to ages, and extensive inquiries were instituted with refer-
ente to sgriculture, manufactures, commerce, and education.
By these successive stages, which it has been considered
important to mark, the census operations have been gradually
pushing on towards the Roman type, until the United States
boast of a Conspectus which includes all that is essential to a
perfect and thorough understanding of the numbers, occupa-
tions, and weslth of their population, as well as their intellec-
socisl, moral, and sanilary state.
In 1849 the Congress psssed s law which assigned the
census operations to a board, consisting of the Secretary of
State, the Attorney General, the Postmaster General, and the
Secretary, Mr. Kennedy, who indeed to have been
the originator and principal executant of the whole work.
The comprehensive schedules issued by this board provide
for a vast amount of information in all the matters to which
they relate, and include a pumber of returns which in this
country itwould be deemed inquisitorial to call for, but which
the citizens of the Federal Government, it is said, have, with
séarcely an exception, afforded with the utmost readiness.
Five schedules were issued for all the free States, and
sixth for those in which there are slaves. :
The first of these schedules relates to the free white and
» and, referring only to population, is ar-
like that issued by the Registrar-General of
this eountry. It is constructed with a view to obtain in the
simplest form a pumber of facts, showing the 'present condi-
tion of the e, and to uhlh:;:hem in various relations.
The object hus been to procure the exact age of each person,
male and female, white and black, bond and free; and to se-
cure 'the resalts in  such a form ss would admit of an eawy
compatison with every former census. The first column
gives the number of dwelling-houses in the order of visitation,
and the second gives the number of families, the comparison
of both of course showing the proportion of families to
Then follew columns:for the name, age, sex, and color of
each person, distinguishing .the white, ;
races, the object being to afford the means of judging of
influence of the sdmixtare of races on the physical
of the mulatto. Next is a column, the seventh, giviog the
profession, occupation, or trade of eash person.
ighth column gives the walue of the réal estate
whether in the county in which the person
where. The ninth column gives the place of birth, so as
show to what extent one State hse contribufed o the popala-
tion of another, and also the number of forel aod
‘diffevent countries whence they have gone. ‘g tenth
luma gives the number of married within the year, the
enth the number attending school, the twelfth
adults unable to read and write, and the
ber of desf, dumb, blind, insane, idietic, ‘paupers,
victs. By this arrangement the cenevs retarns
means of observing the relation of crime, ignorance,
sical infirmity to n grest variety of conditionaby which they
lujy be infloenced.

n the absence of a registration of birtha, desths, and mar-
riages, there is obviously a greater necessity for some. of the
particulars enumersted than would be found in this country,
and it is anticipated that the different States will before very
:nghlollow the example of meh]iehmdh :::ll iao:‘; .
aw has recently been enacted by which such registrat as
been ‘tbhz "

'.'l‘l::eond schedule relates t&dmhwmwﬁmwﬁ
gives the ages of all slaves, with their sexes an » FpeC-
fying also the number who have fled from their owners, the
number manumitted, and the mumber of desf, dumb, blind,
insane, and idiotic. It was not considered necessary to in-
clude in this schedule inquiries relating to other facts requir-
ed of the free inastuch as the s 00CU-
pation, and trade of a slave dopend on the master, and

with circumetances. ~ He can own. 0o ** real petate,”
birth cannot be returned with certainty, and his removsl
is a matter of frequent o¢currence ; mas-
to say where their slaves
al, it is not consid-
As to their ** mar-
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now existing on it, 1o be replaced by yet More besutiful and
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tpe. [n fact, all God's works are progressive, and every bei

sity for it arise, for the apportionment of taxes for the sup- e
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meeting-house, !

There is. given also the number of pan ‘ 8,
whether native or foreign, and the cost of support. Under
the head of ‘wages” are included the average of wages to:

ing men per 3 3
_ The work of collecting these detsils was committed prims--
rily to the marshals of each district—pe whose office-
nearly resembles that of high sheriff in this country.” This
officer sppointed persons to take the census in each county,

or, whul;. n;;-.urry, in smaller. subdivisions. To *.i:h 8-
sistants ank schedules were furnished, together with a
copy of instrnctions from the superintendent, from the office
in Washington. Ench assistant, before entering on his du--
ties, was required to take an oath that he would performthem
in accordance with the law and his official instructions. The

persons selected as assistants were in some instabces

to be acquainted with French, German, and other langus

to meet, the cases of settlers from foreign countries, In all:
cases they were to write a good and legible hand, and it may

be mentioned that the maoner in which the schedules have

been filled up, some of which are now in this country, shows:
how well this requirement has been fulfilled. This sssistant,

having gone over the ground and made all the £8 a8
signed to him, had to make two copies of his schedules, and
the original being filed at the proper office in his county, bé

to the

if loss than a million, 5s. 6d. per 1,000.
id for each n enumerated, snd

to travel. It would be superfluous to
this great undertaking, as they have ilru'd"i:um
It may, however, be interesting to our readers to
the gentleman by whom the whole has been -
now visiting this country, and is about to travel in other Bu-
ropean States, for the purpose of colleeting information ss to-
the different methods of conducting census and
assisting to construct a plan which will sid Europe
rica in the comparieon of results relatiog to
‘partment of economical science,
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NICOTINE.

This is tbe name of the deadly poison thyough the agency:
of which the recent murder of Fuagnies, in Belgium, by the
Count Bocarme was effected. . We learn from Ghalignani's:
Paris Messenger that at a recent sitting of the French Acade-
my of Medicine a report on nicotine was read by M, Onrrra.
This report, which confirms facts already known, contains.
many new observations of interest to chemists and medical
jurisprudence relative to the properties of the poison and of'
ita traces after death.

According to this document, nicotine was i in

and Ame-
this important de-

nicotisns, in various propertions. Hasvaps (obacco containe
two per cent., that of the Nord aix, Virginia neatly seven,.
end that of Lot eight. Smokers, by inbaling. the fumes of:
tobaceo, introduce into their systema certain quantity (though-
small) of poisonous matter. Pure nicoline has the appear-
anee of an oily, transparent liquid, of a pale yellow color,,
which, afier exposure, turns to brown. It is very hot to the-
taste, and its acrid smell slightly resembles that of tobacco ;.
but when volstilized by heat it throws out characteristic vapars,.
which areso oppressive that breathing becomes diffieult in »
room where a drop of the liquid bias been spilléd. = As & poi-
sonous substance, nicoting possesses excessive power. In ex-
m mede about len Yearsago, in, lmﬂhﬂﬂ M‘.&‘h’
killed, mavy dogs, on the. tongues of whick he hed applied
five dropa of this aikali ; with twelve drops, desth.enstied. in:
two mingies. But this powerful poison csnnot
_ of Messre. Orfila snd Stas, has ce
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1809, by Vauquelin, and is 1o be found in different. kinds, of
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